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DDyysslleexxiiaa  

FFrriieennddllyy  

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are writing to inform you of how we will be structuring our reading in Reception this year. 
The children will begin their reading journey by engaging in learning which will develop their 
communication skills, understanding and expressive language. They will share stories together to 
develop greater understanding of meanings to new words, images and spoken narrative. As they 
become familiar with texts, they will be encouraged to recall, repeat, sequence and think of new 
ideas, based around favourite stories which will include representing story ideas using pictures, 
speaking and some letter shapes.  
Alongside this, the children will be engaged in daily phonic activities to support strategies for 
reading. This will include exploring rhythm, rhyme and being able to distinguish between different 
spoken letter sounds and hearing the blends of sounds, as they are spoken together. The children 
will learn new letter sounds each week, supported by songs and actions. In addition to this, they will 
learn to read some words from sight. As part of the phonic sessions, the children will revisit, 
practise and build upon their learning, using a wide range of literacy based activities. 
As the children make progress with their reading skills, they will read texts in small groups, 
supported by the class teacher.        
 
Below are the stages for reading at home: 

Stage Reading at Home 

1 Reading records will be sent home; children will select either a simple 
reading text or picture book, to share at home. 

2 End of Term 1: letter sounds and words will be sent home to learn - 
Grid will be highlighted by the class teacher to identify focus sounds. 

3 Term 2 onwards – A reading book will be sent home with key focus 
sounds and words, selected by children’s class teacher. 

Please don’t forget that there is a reading workshop for parents on Tuesday 24th September in the 
school hall at 8.50 until 9.20am with Mrs Symonds. 
Many thanks in advance for support with your child’s reading at home. 
Best wishes, The Reception team 



 

 

 


