
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Welcome back to summer time in our Nursery. The children will continue exploring 
learning linked with seasons, growing and changing; in the classroom, the tadpoles are 
growing their back legs and the children’s sunflower seeds are beginning to grow into 
plants. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
The children will also be exploring ideas about space and our solar system. They will learn 
the names and characteristics of the different planets and will be immersed in a wide 
variety of imaginative and creative activities including space stations, astronaut dressing 
up, space walking and rocket building. Our topic begins with the question; where is planet 
earth? 
 
There will be new songs and rhymes to learn and many new stories to listen to. The 
children will practise their storytelling, using words and pictures in their play. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stories are essential for brain development, enabling greater thinking for understanding, 
expressive use and interest in new words, memory recall and concentration, alongside 
nurturing a sense of belonging, confidence and motivation.   
 
Talk for Writing in the Early Years 
The Nursery team are developing their own practice  
with a key focus upon children’s language development.  
The Early Years phase lead is currently researching 
‘Talk for Writing’ which supports a systematic approach  
for early language development. Evidence from research 
shows that the quality of children’s early experiences of  
story, rhyme, talk and play is essential to the future 
success and development of their reading and writing skills.                                         
                                                                                                                This amazing poetry book  
                                                                                                                will be shared to support  
                                                                                                                children in exploring ideas                        
                                                                                                                linked with imagination and   
                                                                                                                experience. 
                                                                                                               



Communication and Language 
All of our practioners daily planning is centred on the development of children’s, 
speaking, listening and understanding and is used as the ‘vehicle’ for learning all 
aspects, within the Early Years curriculum.  
 
Some children will continue to  
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, 
properties, sound, shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number (level 1 and 2) 
- Build and use new vocabulary 
- Increase vocabulary for spoken sentences 
- Grammatical composition of spoken sentences including a range of tenses 
- Recall experience, facts and stories 
- Expressive use of language; key phrase in stories/ spoken thoughts 
- Understand and answer questions 
- Describe feelings/ textures/ objects 
- Positional vocabulary 
- Greater interaction for engagement whilst working with/alongside other children 
 
Other children will 
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, 

properties, sound, shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number (levels 1, 2, 3 

and 4)                                                                                                                                                      

- Continue to develop, use and apply new vocabulary                                                                  

- Greater use of words to explain, anticipate and answer questions                                          

- Greater links to experiences                                                                                                             

- Use and apply directional and positional language                                                                       

- Sequence events                                                                                                                                   

- Follow instructions                                                                                                                                               

- Retell a simple past event in correct order                                                                                    

- Questions why things happen and gives explanations. - Ask; who, what, when, how                         

- Practise and use a range of tenses 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

Behaviour 
- Link contextual experience with feelings and emotions 
- Develop greater awareness of choice and consequence 
- Empathy: puppets, stories, pictures and props to explore themes 
 
Friendships 
- Negotiating ideas for play 
- Maintaining friendships 
- Giving praise to our friends 
- Looking after each other                                                                                                                   
- Repeat skills/ process to improve 
- Let’s pretend spaces: role play/ small world 
 
Mindfulness 
- Quiet room: calm/ sensory 
- Core practice: stretching and belly breathing 
- Transition preparation; anticipating change 

 



Physical development                                                                                                                 

- Chopping and eating fruit and vegetables daily 
- Mark making 
- Sensory play 
- Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                                                                                                                                      
- Scissors: cutting/ snipping / shaping 
- Ripping/ tearing                                                                                                                                    
- Threading/ joining/ sticking 
- Scrunching/ smudging/ rubbing/ moulding/ shaping/ squashing 
- Moving: spatial/ body awareness 
- Building/ balancing 
- Bikes & Trikes 
- Bubbles, balloons & breathing 
- Dough Disco 
- Directional/ positional vocabulary 
- Team games and problem solving 
- Move with confidence in different ways 
- Observe effect of activity on bodies after exercise 
- Personal care ready for school 
- Stretching and Breathing; Yoga 
- Experience different rates of speed 
 

Literacy  
- Letters & Sounds: Phase 1 and 2 
 
Use and apply orally 
- Join in 
- Describe the noun                                                                                                                               

- Guess the noun                                                                                                                                    

- Alliteration                                                                                                                                           

- Rhyme                                                                                                                                                   

- Syllables                                                                                                                                                

- Plurals                                                                                                                                                    

- Adjectives                                                                                                                                              

- Verbs                                                                                                                                                     

- Robot arms; oral segmenting and blending                                                                                                                                                

- Question sentences; asking and answering                                                                                                                            

- Recall favourite texts and rhymes                                                                                                   

- Practise and repeat key phrases from texts and self-interest                                                         

- Build a story; language patterns                                                                                                       

- Create/retell stories using drawing; pictures and maps                                                                

- Writing Lists: things we need for a space adventure                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

- Mark making/ drawing/ letter formation/ name writing/ contextual writing                          

- Clipboards: ‘I Spy’ - find/ record things in the environment 

Maths 
Concrete/Pictorial 
- Oral counting forwards and backwards  
- Counting 1-1 correspondence; concrete and pictorial 
- Ordering value: ten bar/ Numicon and Unifix staircase 
- Conservation, subertising and estimating 



- Explain what’s happening as objects are added; more 
- Explain what’s happening as objects are removed; less  
- Distinguish between groups of objects showing more and less  
- Number songs and rhymes              
- Describe: sort/count/group/match/ classify objects 
- Introduce same and different; two criteria 
- Less/ more concepts linked to object/shape space and measure 
- Size concepts:  weight/ volume/ length 
- Comparative language using  height; rockets 
- 2D/3D shapes; names, sides and faces 
- Repeating patterns: 2/3 pattern sequences - describe an order 
- Ask/ answer questions and begin to use reasoning 
- Record how many; mark making/pictorial 
- Matching pairs; pictures and objects 
- Time / weather/ climate/ seasons/ life cycles/ days of the week / birthdays 
 
 


