
Nursery 

Term 1 
 

A very warm welcome to our new and returning children, into our wonderful Nursery setting. This term we 
begin our learning by exploring ideas linked to mini beasts and the natural world. The children will be 
introduced to a wide range of new and familiar texts, songs, poems and rhymes.   
 
Stories are essential for brain development, enabling greater thinking for understanding, expressive use and 
interest in new words, memory recall and concentration, alongside nurturing a sense of belonging, 
confidence and motivation.  The children will practise storytelling, using words and pictures in their play and 
this will strengthen links between new learnt knowledge, their experiences and imagination.  
 
The children will begin with the story ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ and as they become familiar with the 
repetitive text, the title will change to ‘We’re going on a bug hunt’. The children will be taken on a bug hunt 
and explore their school environment, whilst looking for mini beasts. Following this, they will be encouraged 
to use and apply their knowledge of mini beasts and create new narratives around the repetitive text 
structure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the children will be familiar with Emily Arrow, who creates literature inspired music combining 
narrative, song and movements together. Below are some of the books that the children will be learning. 
You can also watch and learn these songs along with your children at home - http://www.emilyarrow.com/ 
 
   
                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                
     

 
 

 Curriculum and Learning 

All of our daily planning is personalised and centred on the development of children’s speaking, listening 
and understanding. Communication and Language is the ‘vehicle’ for learning all areas of development, 
within our Early Years Curriculum. 

Communication and Language 
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to colour, properties, sound, shape, size, 
movement, quality, space, time and number  
- Grammatical composition of spoken sentences 
- Recall story sequences/ link to experience 
- Expressive use of language; key phrases in stories 
- Begin to understand and answer questions 
- Learn new friends names 
- Nursery rhymes and songs 
- Use talk in pretend play 
- Sensory play; exploring vocabulary: flour, water, sand, dough, ice, rice, pasta, jelly, bubbles, cereals etc. 

http://www.emilyarrow.com/


 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 
Feelings 
- Explore different feelings, emotions and behaviour  
 
Friendships 
- Turn taking                                                                                                                                                                            

- Making friendships                                                                                                                                                              

- Sharing likes and  dislikes                                                                                                                                                  

- Let’s pretend spaces: role play/ small world 

Mindfulness 
- Quiet room: calm/ sensory / hand massage 
- Belly breathing / focus and attention to being in the moment 
- Emily Arrow songs; We are Yoga 
 

Physical Development 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

- Chopping and eating fruit and vegetables daily                                                                                                               

- Mark making/ drawing / pictorial representation                                                                                                                                                  

- Sensory play; sensations/ textures                                                                                                                                           

- Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                                                                                                                                               

- Pots: twist, flip, pull, push                                                                                                                                                           

- Scissors: cut, snip, shape                                                                                                                                                  - 

Rip, tear, thread, join, stick, tie                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

- Scrunch, smudge, rub, mould, shape, squash                                                                                                                     

- Movement: spatial, body awareness and control                                                                                                                           

- Build, balance                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

- Dough Disco/ Dance Write                                                                                                                                                                              

- Directional/ positional vocabulary 

Literacy  
 
- Letters & Sounds: Phase 1 and 2 
- Recognise letter shapes linking sounds  
- Recognise and name common nouns 
- Develop rhyme: words and objects 
- Syllables; clapping  
- Alliteration; create songs and rhymes  
- I Spy bags 
- Intro plurals; more than one - objects 
Reading - page turners! 
- Interest and understanding from pictures 
- Recall favourite texts and rhymes 
- Sequencing; pictures, story structure 
- Puppet role play; practise key phrase from texts        
Writing - ideas in abstract form… 
- Mark making and pictorial representation                                                                                                                     
- Contextual play writing 
- Dance Write; squiggle whilst you wriggle - flipper flappers! 
  Visit Shonette Bason-Wood:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptFAL-eSvxU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptFAL-eSvxU


 

Maths 
 
Concrete 
- Oral counting: finding and moving objects of interest 
- Ten bars/ frames/ pots/ containers 
- Count physical movements and sounds 
- Join in with number rhymes and songs: clap, stamp, climb, listen etc. 
- Recognise 2D/3D shapes, colours, Numicon, unifix, multi-link 
- Explore more/less; weight - balance scales and objects of interest 
- Sort, group, match objects according to colour, type and personal interest 
- Explore size concepts, compare and reason 
- Complete puzzles 
 
Other Children will 
- Match corresponding amounts; objects to Numicon/ number die 
- Place value: organise Numicon into staircase formation/ order picture cards representing value 
- Subertising: dot cards 
- Repeating patterns 
Pictorial 
- Use marks to represent number ideas including value and calculating 
 

Understanding the World 
 
- Season changes: Autumn time 
- Harvest/ farm animals; feeding 
- Wheat bird feeders 
- Making/tasting bread 
- Name different parts of a mini-beast 
- Habitats 
- Use technology 
- Weather/Climate/ Seasons/Months/Days of the week 
 

Expressive Arts and Design  
 
Self-interest and Contextual learning 
- Songs to support learning and Performance 
- Explore a wide range of media/ tools/ techniques/ processes                       
- Manipulating materials; shaping, forming, joining, organising and representing ideas 
- Butterfly symmetry / Caterpillar art            
- Incy Wincy’s cylinder 
- Big painting 
- Printing 
- Camouflage: pattern/ texture 
- Collage: shape/space  
- Colour mixing: orange - conker rolling/ hand mixing 
- Pumpkin art- seeds and scoops!  
- Building: junk modelling/ 3D shape wooden blocks 
 

 
 
 



Parent Workshop Reminder 

 
 

Date Time Area of Learning 

Monday 28h September 2020 8.55-9.30am Communication and Language           

Letters and Sounds: Introduction 

Monday 5th October 2020 8.55-9.30am Letters and Sounds: Revisit              

Reading  

Monday 12th October 2020 8.55-9.30am Letters and Sounds: Revisit                

Writing and letter formation 

Monday 19th October 2020 8.55-9.30am Number and Reasoning 

Progression of learning ‘CPA’ model 

Monday 26th October 2020 8.55-9.30am Growth mindset and wellbeing 

                                                  Dates for your Diary: Autumn Term 1 2020 
 

Thursday 3rd September Transition Session for NEW Nursery children only: 8.40 - 11.30am 

Friday 4th September Transition Session for RETURNING Nursery children only: 8.40 - 11.30am 

Monday 7th September Business as Usual: ALL Nursery children attend their allocated sessions 

Monday 19th October Parents are invited to join us at the beginning of each morning session. The 
children will perform singing and movement, inspired by Harvest and 
Autumn time. 

Friday 23rd October Last day of Autumn Term 1 

Monday 2nd November Autumn Term 2 begins 

                                                                  
 
 


