
                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 

2nd Year 4 trip to Fishbourne Roman Villa 

7th FROG open evening  Hall         6.30pm 

8th Year 3 trip to Newhaven Fort 

25th INSET    FROG fireworks    5.30pm 

November 

14th November  Year 3 performance 

18th Parents Evening     4 – 6pm Rec-Y6 

20th Parents Evening     4 – 7pm Rec-Y6 

21st and 28th  Open morning for children 

joining Reception in 2020 

29th FROG Christmas Fair 

29th Choir attending Hailsham Christmas 

light switch on       5.15 – 6pm 

December 

4th Choir attending Big Sing Eastbourne 

5th Year 1 Navity  9.30am and 2.15pm 

10th Nursery/Reception performance    

13th FROG Disco 

16th Christmas Dinner Day 

17th Dec Year 2 Christmas Show 

        Last day of term 

        Return to school 

 

 

 

Welcome back to a new school year.  We have had a 

great start – the children have settled well into their 

classrooms and are looking very smart in their 

uniform. Thank you for supporting getting your 

children to school on time and attending each day. 

We improved our overall school attendance last year 

and want to build on that this year. 

To support your child, the teachers will be holding 

curriculum meetings over the next few weeks. 

Please attend if you can. 

The new lunch menu is going really well and 

feedback from the children and staff has been really 

positive. So if interested, please sign up for your 

child to enjoy a hot and healthy lunch. 

You may have noticed that we are having roof 

repairs at the front of the building. Please be careful 

around the scaffolding as it will be up for a few 

weeks. 

Curriculum Meetings 

You are invited to attend Curriculum meetings with 

your child’s teachers to find out what your child will 

be learning this year. Please see below: 

Year 1, Thursday 26th September, 9.00am classrooms 

Year 2, Monday 30th September,   9.10am classrooms 

Year 3, Thursday 3rd October, 9.00am Hall 

Year 4, Thursday 17th October, 9.05am classrooms 

Year 5, Wednesday 25th September, 9.05am Hall 

Year 6, Wednesday 2nd October, 9.05am Hall 

We look forward to seeing you all. 
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The “noble knights” from Year 2 went to 

the colossal Bodiam Castle.  The children 

learnt what it was like to be a knight by 

trying on armour as if they were going into 

battle!  Another activity the children had 

was a grand tour of the castle finding out 

what it would have been like 600 years 

ago!  They asked amazing questions and 

couldn’t believe how big the ovens would 

have been in what used to be the 

kitchens. 

An amazing way to start year 2! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We are collecting Aldi’s Kit for school sticker – please pop 

them into the silver box in the School office waiting area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
At Grovelands, we recognise the importance of regular school attendance and believe that 
children can only learn effectively if they attend school regularly. It is also vitally important 
that children arrive and leave school on time. 
 
It is the responsibility of all parents to inform the school on a daily basis if your child is going 
to be absent from school that day.  Please can you ensure that you telephone the absence 
line before 9am or use your ParentMail App so that we can update the registers 
accordingly.   
 
The doors open at 8.45am and close at 8.55am.  After this time children will need to come 
through the office and be signed in as late.  They will get a late mark if they arrive between 
8.55am and 9.20am.  If they arrive after 9.20am they will get an unauthorised absence mark 
in the register. 
 
Any routine medical appointments (ie dentist) should be made after school.  If this is not 
possible then confirmation of the appointment should be brought into the school office 
before the appointment.  This should be in the form of an appointment card or letter. 
 
We strive for exceptional attendance at Grovelands.  Our target for all pupils is 
97% attendance. 
 
Please go to our website for more information on our attendance policy. 
 
Melinda Heasman 
Attendance Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND Special Educational Needs information event. 
At 9am on the 10th October in Hall 1. 
 
Come and meet for tea or coffee and a presentation about the support at Grovelands.  
 
This is an opportunity to hear about how we structure support at Grovelands and make suggestions 
about workshops you would like throughout this school year. 
 
To ask questions about your child special educational needs please speak to your child's teacher or 
telephone the SENCO Ms Adams.  
 
Ms C Adams 
Inclusion Lead 
 
 
 



Grovelands Community Primary triumphant in Festival Competition! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hailsham Festival has been running now for 13 years. In each of those 

Festivals there has been a popular 500-word limit Short Story competition, run by 

Wealden Writers. 

This year that was expanded by the Festival Committee to include two more 

sections, one for Secondary Age Children and the other for Primary. 

At Grovelands staff enthusiastically promoted the Primary Competition and finally 

several stories were sent off. 

Even though entries were received from as far away as Lewes, three Grovelands 

stories were in the Awards Categories. A fantastic achievement! 

Nathan Brewer and Jessica Standen were both “Highly Commended” and Freya 

Standen was placed Third overall. 

All the students were presented with a Certificate to mark their achievement, and a 

free copy of the Anthology { in which all of the winners across all the Festival 

competitions are included} by Pam Robinson, Deputy Chair of the Festival, and 

Gareth Jones, Lead Committee member with oversight of the short story events. 

Freya also received a book token to the value of £10. 

The presentations took place in a whole school assembly where the students were 

congratulated on their High Achievement and for being fine Ambassadors of the 

school. 

Even more exciting is that the Anthology is now available on Amazon as a 

paperback and an e-book so the winners are, at a very young age, properly in print! 

Congratulations to all concerned and roll on next year’s exciting Festival 

Creative Competitions!This is the link to the Amazon paperback page: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1688719903 



                   Arthur the Axolotl 

Year 1 have a new pet – Arthur the Axolotl. 

The children made fantastic posters about 

Axolotls and how to look after them before 

we got him. When he arrived, last 

Wednesday, they were all so excited and are 

all really interested and keen to watch their 

new pet. Arthur is settling well into his new 

home and enjoying all the attention! 

 

 

We will celebrate Harvest festival on Thursday the 10th of October. Please 

could children bring in non-perishables such as tins and packets which will 

be donated to the Hailsham Foodbank. 

 

Back in May 2019, the children in our three Nurture Groups created and sent 

a Congratulations card to the Duke and Duchess of Sussex on the birth of their son, Archie 

Mountbatten-Windsor. We were delighted when we received a lovely response from 

Kensington Palace, particularly recognising our group’s achievement in obtaining the 

Marjorie Boxall Quality Mark Award. 

 

Miss Squires 

Accredited Lead Nurture Practitioner 

 



 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
Would you be willing to speak to the children 
about your work to help them see the links 
between their learning at school and work 
opportunities as they grow up? 
 
We want children to be excited about what 
they could achieve in the future! 
 
Here are some suggestions: 
 
Police 
Dog handler 
Engineer 
Chef 
Vet 
Carpenter 
Farmer 
Plumber 
Doctor 
Dental Hygienist 
Fire Fighter 
Mechanic 
Train Driver 
Hairdresser 
Scientist 
Sports Coach 
Paramedic 
Lawyer 
 
Any other jobs you could offer? 
 
If you would be interested and would like 
more details please email Miss Swaine  at 
kswaine@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk or 
phone the school office on 01323 840062. 
 
Thank you for any help you can give! 
 
 
 

mailto:kswaine@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk


Hi Parents and Carers,  

Welcome back, I hope that you all have had a 

wonderful summer together.  

If your chid has an Individual Health Care 

Plan, or if you feel that your child’s medical 

condition requires an IHCP, please telephone 

me 01323 84 00 62 - option 3, to discuss, plan 

and update current information held on file.   

Please ensure that we have 2 x Inhalers for 

each child who is Asthmatic and 2 x Epi-

Pen’s/Jext for those with Allergies, ensure that 

they are in date and in their original, 

prescribed box. We will not accept any 

medication that is not in its original prescribed 

box.  

Our policy for supporting pupils with medical 

conditions is available for you to view on our 

school website.  

Please can I also request that the office has 

an additional emergency contact number for 

each child. This can be emailed to the office 

office@grovelands.e-ssusex.sch.uk  

Flu season is fast approaching – Please 

complete the Influenza nasal spray vaccination 

2019 letter and return it to the school office by 

Friday 27
th
 September – Please note, you 

have the right to opt out of this service, please 

complete the NO, I DO NOT CONSENT box.  

 

 

I will be informing you via email when JP 

Photographic will be in to take photographs of 

your child/children within their new year 

groups very soon.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me to 

discuss any of the above.  

Sarah Coates  
Pastoral Lead/Pastoral DSL

mailto:office@grovelands.e-ssusex.sch.uk


 

 

 

Molly Skates, Beth Head and Kiera warner from 6LA, all took part in the Dance World 

Cup in Portugal in June.  

It's a huge competition to be part off 62 countries and 20,000 competitors.  

 

They brought home 2 bronze medals and a gold medal. 
 

 

 

  

Well done to Molly and Finlay whose 

creative drawings won the ‘Design 

the Hailsham Card’ competition. 



 

 

Don’t forget we have a new menu which is run by the school; you can pay for your 

child’s dinner with cash, £2.10, please put in a named envelope. Thank you for 

your patience with payments, once the new system is in place it should make life 

easier – you should be able to make payments, report absences, book parent’s 

evenings, complete online forms and receive emails from one system. If you 

download the app then all your school correspondence will be kept in one place. 

We will let you know when it is up and running. 

 

 

  



Free school meals 
Infant Free School Meals 
Your child gets free school meals if they’re in: 

 reception class 
 year 1 
 year 2 

 
If you get any of the benefits listed below, your child’s school will 
get more funding. Apply online now if you’re entitled to make sure 
your child gets free school meals as they move to Year 3. 

 Apply for free school meals online 
 
Free school meals for children in Year 3 and older 
 
Older children may get free school meals if their parents or carers 
get any of these benefits: 

 Universal Credit – if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your 
household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and 
not including any benefits you get) 

 Income Support 
 Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 The Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit only, if your annual household income 

(assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) isn’t over 
£16,190. Anyone getting Working Tax Credit won’t get free 
meals regardless of income 

 Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop 
qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
 
Children will get free school meals if they meet the criteria and are 
in school both before and after lunchtime. 
 
Children eligible for free school meals on or after 1 April 2018 will 
remain eligible until they finish the phase of schooling (primary or 
secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022 even if your 
circumstances change. 

https://admissions.eastsussex.gov.uk/Enrol/Website/default.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/universal-credit
https://www.gov.uk/income-support
https://www.gov.uk/jobseekers-allowance
https://www.gov.uk/employment-support-allowance
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/33/part/VI
https://www.gov.uk/pension-credit
https://www.gov.uk/child-tax-credit
https://www.gov.uk/working-tax-credit


 Apply for free school meals online 
 
Our Electronic Checking Service might be able to confirm 
entitlement. If not, you’ll need to show recent proof that you qualify. 
Meals cannot be given until eligibility is verified. 

 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast clubs will run every day Monday to Friday and starts at 7.30am- 
8.45am. 
The cost of the club will be £3.50 per session and this includes cereals, toast 
and a drink. 
The club will be based in the school hall and will be run by a member of the 
school team. 
The ratio for this age range is 1 adult to 8 children. The club will therefore only 
admit 8 children based on a first come first serve basis. 
  
The afterschool club will run every day Monday to Friday and starts at 3.15pm 
with 2 finishing times either 5pm or 5.30pm 
The cost of the club will be £6.67 per session if you collect at 5pm and £8.23  if 
you collect at 5.30pm. Children to bring in their own snack. 
The club will be based in the school hall and will be run by a member of the 
school team. 
The ratio for this age range is 1 adult to 8 children. The club will therefore only 
admit 8 children based on a first come first serve basis. 
  
If you would like a place could you please pop into the office  for a form.Please 
remember places will be offered on a first come first serve basis. 
  
Many thanks and best wishes 
  
Jon Goulding 
Headteacher 
 

 

Breakfast and afterschool club for 

Reception children 

 

https://admissions.eastsussex.gov.uk/Enrol/Website/default.aspx


  

Our new classroom ‘The Dell’ is now welcoming children.  The Dell 
will be supporting children with Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC) at 
Grovelands school.  All children within the school will be having circle 
time lessons to teach them more about Autism.  Here are some links 
to videos that the children in key stage 2 may be watching and that 
you can also share at home. 
Amazing things happen:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JdCY-
cdgkI&app=desktop  
CBBC Newsround My Autism and 
Me: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/15655232 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JdCY-cdgkI&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JdCY-cdgkI&app=desktop
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/15655232


 





Karate Jutsu Kai would like to welcome back all staff and pupils at Groveland’s school and we hope 

you had a relaxing summer break. With a new year comes a new challenge and why not try a new 

sport. Karate Jutsu Kai has a 6-week beginner class starting from Monday the 9th of September. All 

ages & abilities are welcome to come and give it a try. Karate can improve much more than just self-

defence. It can help with fitness, strength, concentration and much more.  We have a junior class 

from 6-7pm and a senior class from 7.15-8.45pm. Shihan Cliff has over 35yers experience and been 

established at Grovelands for 25years. We hope we can be part of your new journey. For more 

information contact Shihan Cliff – 0781454323 

 

  



 


