
Year 5 Curriculum Information 

Term 2 
We hope you all had a good holiday. We are very excited this term, as we are learning about the 
topic of space, and will be visiting Herstmonceux Science Centre (Tuesday 26th November), to 
learn more about the topic.  
 
Year 5 will continue swimming on Monday mornings, at Hailsham Leisure Centre, starting from 
Monday 4th November and every subsequent Monday, up to the 2nd December. The timings are 
as follows:  
5MA 9.30-10:15 
5CF 10:15-11:00 
5WY 11:00-11:45 
 
Our first swimming session was very successful. Thank you to all volunteers who have helped 
walking with classes, to and from the pool.  
 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email us or contact a member of the Year 5 team 
and we will do our very best to help. 
 
5MA@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk 
5WY@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk 
5CF@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk 
 
 

Our topic and areas for learning this term 
 
We will be looking at the topic of space, primarily focussing on the Earth, the Sun and the Moon. 
Children will enjoy exploring their learning, with experiments on shadows and gravity. Feel free to 
explore this great NASA website to spark your child’s interest in the topic. https://www.nasa.gov/   
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Maths 
In Maths, our focus will be on multiplication and division, and fractions. You can support your 
children by getting them to practise their times tables at home.  
English 
In Writing, we will look at journalistic writing, narrative and poetry. Children will also be learning 
spelling, grammar and punctuation skills required by the Year 5 curriculum. 
Reading 
We will use a variety of non-fiction texts linked to the space topic. Other texts include the graphic 
novel “The Apollo 11 Moon Landing” by Nel Yomtov and “The Sea of Tranquillity” by Mark 
Haddon.  
Geography 
In Geography, we will look at the geography of the moon and the planets in our solar system. 
History 
In History, we will be learning about the 1969 moon landing.  
Art  
Art activities will be linked to the topic and Christmas.  
Science 
In line with our topic in Science, we will be looking at different aspects of the Earth, the sun and 
the moon, including the shape, rotation, seasons and shadows of the three celestial bodies.  
Computing 
The focus of Computing in Term 2 will be programming a game; learning to use 
sequences, repetition and selection to program a simple game using Scratch. Pupils will learn how 
to debug a program.  
 
  

 
 

Growth Mindset 
 

Our whole school learning power for the autumn term is Co-operation and our 

character that represents that learning behaviour is the busy bee.  

 
Co-operation 

 

 
I can co-operate with others. 

 



 
I can listen to other people’s ideas. 

 
I can take turns. 

 
I can work with different people in a positive, helpful way. 

 

Homework 

The children will be given 10 weekly spellings for the whole term on a sheet, which will need to be 
practised at home. These are from the National Curriculum list of statutory words. Spellings will 
be tested each week. 

Children are expected to read every night for approximately 20 minutes. They can read the 
physical book they have chosen in school and the ebooks found on Bug Club.  

Purple Mash multiplication activities are a great way to work on times table facts and we will set 
regular tasks, to be done at home.  

Creative homework: The Great Grovelands Space Bake-Off!! 

This was a popular and successful homework last year. We would like children to bake a cake, or 
make some biscuits, using the theme of space. They are welcome to bring their masterpieces into 
school, where we will happily volunteer as tasters! Please can we ask that no nut products are 
used, on cakes/biscuits which come into school. If the delicious treats are gobbled up at home, 
please send a photograph into school. These are really useful for a display celebrating our 
talented bakers.  

 


