
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome back to another term of fun and learning in our wonderful Nursery setting. This 
term the children will be learning all about spring time, exploring ideas linked to growing 
and changing, both within themselves and the world around them. Our first learning 
session will begin with exploring the question; what do we know about spring time?  
 
In our outside classroom the children will be actively involved in planting, observing and 
comparing the growth of plants. Questions will be used as a stimulus for investigative 
learning, enabling the children to find out about what seeds need to grow into healthy 
plants.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
The children will be invited to share their thoughts relating to when they were babies and 
will be encouraged to link similarities and differences between themselves and explore 
the characteristics of being a baby, toddler and a child. The children will be invited to 
bring a baby photo into school to show; other children will guess who the baby is! The 
children will also have an opportunity to invite their Grandparents into Nursery and share 
real life stories; see below for dates.  
 
We also hope to have some frogspawn to look after and watch very closely, as it gradually 
changes into tadpoles and then into frogs. The children will be using information books to 
help to find out more about the life cycles of different animals and plants and will also 
learn the importance of having instructions to help organise their actions.  
 
The children will be introduced to some key texts which will enable them to develop 
greater thinking for understanding, vocabulary and expressive language, confidence in 
speaking and storytelling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communication and Language 
All of our practioners daily planning is centred upon the development of children’s, 
speaking, listening and understanding; it is the vehicle for learning in all other areas 
within the Early Years curriculum. 
 
Some children will continue to  
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, 
properties, sound, shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number (level 1 and 2) 
- Build and use new vocabulary 
- Increase vocabulary for spoken sentences 
- Grammatical composition of spoken sentences including a range of tenses 
- Recall experience, facts and stories 
- Expressive use of language; key phrase in stories/ spoken thoughts 
- Understand and answer questions 
- Describe feelings/ textures/ objects 
- Positional vocabulary 
- Greater interaction for engagement whilst working with/alongside other children 
 
Other children will 
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, 
properties, sound, shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number (level 2 and 3) 
- Greater use of words to explain, anticipate and answer  questions 
- Greater links to experiences   
- Use and apply directional and positional language                                                                       
- Sequence events                                                                                                                                   
- Follow instructions                 
- Retell a simple past event in correct order 
- Questions why things happen and gives explanations. - Ask; who, what, when, how. 
- Practise and use a range of tenses 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

Behaviour 
- Link feelings to behaviours 
- Explore choice and consequence 
- Empathy: puppets, stories and pictures to explore themes 
 
Social Interaction 
- Negotiating ideas for play 
- Maintaining friendships 
- Giving praise to our friends 
- Looking after each other                                                                                                                 - 
- Repeat skills/ process to improve: drafting 
- Let’s pretend spaces: role play/ small world 

                                                                                                        Stretching and Breathing 
Mindfulness  
- Quiet room: calm/ sensory 
- Yoga/ meditation/ belly breathing 
 

 

 

 



Physical development 
- Chopping and eating fruit and vegetables daily 
- Mark making 
- Sensory play                                                                                                                                                    
- Scissors: cutting/ snipping 
- Ripping/ tearing/ threading/ joining/ shaping/ sticking/ scrunching/ smudging/ squashing                                                                                                                               
- Building/ balancing 
- Bikes & Trikes 
- Bubbles, balloons & breathing 
- Dough disco/ tripod grip 
- Moving: spatial and body awareness 
- Develop physical skills: speed/ control/ balance/ direction/ travel/ tracking/ throwing/ 
catching/ team games 
 

Directional and Positional Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy  
- Letters & Sounds: Phase 1 and 2 
 
Use and apply orally 
- Common nouns/guess the noun/ plurals 
- Alliteration   
- Rhyming 
- Syllables 
- Conjunction: and/because  
- Adjectives 
- I Spy bags 
- Robot arms 
- Question sentences 
- Story telling baskets 
- Recall favourite texts and rhymes 
- Name Writing 
- Colouring and pattern 
 



Reading - page turners!                                                                                                                       

- Interest and understanding from pictures                                                                                                

- Recall favourite texts and rhymes                                                                                                                               

- Sequencing; pictures, story structure                                                                                                    

- Puppet role play; practise key phrase from texts                                                                                             

- Story telling baskets 

Writing - ideas in abstract form…                                                                                                                    

- Mark making and pictorial representation                                                                                                                  

- Contextual play writing                                                                                                                                                   

- Letter formation                                                                                                                                                          

- Write Dance; squiggle whilst you wiggle - flipper flappers! 

Maths 
Concrete/Pictorial 
- Oral counting 1-1 correspondence 
- Ordering value: ten bar/ Numicon staircase  
- Number songs and rhymes              
- Describe: sort/count/group/match/ classify objects 
- Less/ more concepts linked to object/shape space and measure including subertising 
- Size concepts/ comparative language using  weight/ volume/ length 
- Begin to reason when estimating  heavy/ full/ empty 
- 2D/3D shapes; sides and faces 
- Organise shape: tap-taps - explore symmetry 
- Matching pairs: picture cards/ socks/objects 
- Numerals on a clock face: o’clock 
- Repeating patterns: 2/3 pattern sequences 
 

Understanding the World                                                                                                           
Share experiences and ideas linked to spring time,  the environment and physical features    
- Countryside 
- Changes 
- Plants 
- Growing 
- Babies/ Families 
 
- Use technology 
- Weather/Climate/ Seasons/Months/Days of the week 
                                                                                                            

Self-interest and Contextual learning including… 
- Emily Arrow songs: Curious Garden, Love is, Dot song, Max the Brave 
- Funky Feet: songs and body actions   
- Explore a wide range of media/ tools/techniques/ processes                       
- Manipulating materials; shaping, forming, joining, organising and representing ideas 
- Big painting 
- Printing: shape 
- Observational drawing; oil pastels 
- Design a garden 
- Grow a garden 
- Building: junk modelling/ 3D shape wooden blocks 
- Small world/ imaginative play  
 



 
Dates for your Diary 

Special Events Dates 

Guess the baby photos 
 

ASAP 
Bring a baby photo of your child into Nursery, 
in a named envelope. A photocopy will be 
made for use and display and original 
returned as soon copy is taken. 

 

Bring a Grandparent 
 
 
 

16th- 20th March 
Bring a granny, nanny and/or grandad into 
Nursery at the beginning of each morning 

session throughout this week. The 
children will be encouraged to ask 

questions to find out about each other’s 
grandparents and share childhood 

memories together. 
 

Parent/s and Carers Evening 
 

Monday 23rd and Wednesday 25th March 
Between 3.45 -  5.30pm 

Please sign up for your preferred date and 
time, with your child’s key worker. 

 

  
 

 


