
  

Grovelands School Farm Newsletter! 

 
Gosh, what a busy few weeks it has been on the school farm. We have seen such generosity of people’s 

time in helping us to continue to build the farm; we are aiming to build it solely with volunteers! To do this, 

we need YOU to come and join us. Please do consider giving up a few hours of your time on a Saturday if 

you can. With the weather on the turn, we have seen a decline in volunteers which means the build is 

taking longer than we want it too. We only have two volunteers this weekend so please come and get 

involved.  We are SO keen to get the animals here for the children, as soon as we can! 

We are expecting the stable block and hay/feed barn to be delivered in approximately three weeks, which 

is when Beckham the Shetland Pony and the goats can join us. The first phase of the pathways has been 

completed so we now don’t need to trudge through the mud! Our poly-tunnel has been cleared out, 

weeded and a new floor has been laid; this is so that we can begin building the planters on Saturday. We 

cannot wait to begin to teach the children horticulture in the tunnel, you may also get the opportunity to 

purchase our harvests! The perimeter fencing has begun which will enable us to keep the children and the 

animals safe on the farm.  We have erected three sheds, for the chickens, ducks and for the rabbits/guinea 

pigs; they will all have enclosures to freely move around in. The children expressed their wish to have wild 

flower banks to encourage bees and butterflies to the farm, so that’s what we have made! I also showed 

them a small area to the right of the polytunnel and asked for their ideas. It was a resounding decision to 

have a small nature pond so we swiftly got in a digger and have begun to make this for them. The fencing 

and gates to this area have also been completed. We now need to lay a liner and create banks for the pond 

and await the rain to fill it up. The fencing for the goat’s turnout paddock has been completed and we are 

keen for the children to design a play area for them that we will build! If your children have any ideas about 

any aspects of the farm, them please do send them to the school office or email them to me; I’d love to see 

them! 

We are desperately seeking someone to drive our dumper on the morning of Saturday 13th November as 

well as a couple of general helpers to complete other jobs. I am also looking for anyone with experience 

of fencing to help us with a couple of projects that we have coming up over the next few weeks. Please 

so ask your family and friends if they might help us for a few hours/a day….thank you! 

We are looking for any rubber matting for our stables and some corrugated iron roofing sheets or the 

plastic ones, to be used on the enclosures of the rabbits and chickens.  

Please contact me, Heidi Greenwood, if you have any queries or offers of help on: 

farm@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk 
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PIGS! The children have decided that we should have rare breed pigs on our School Farm, and have 

agreed that they would like either two Berkshire pigs or two Tamworth pigs. We are in talks with local 

breeders to purchase well-bred pigs with excellent conformation, as we want the children to be able to 

show our pigs at local agriculture shows. 

 

Sophia and Stanley in Year 6 represented our School Farm 

Steering Group and gave three members of the Hailsham Lions 

a muddy, yet informative tour of the farm! They spoke 

eloquently and confidently, sharing our vision for the School 

Farm. We are hoping to seek support from the Lions to go 

towards purchasing a second-hand livestock trailer; we will then 

be able to take some of our children and animals to agriculture 

show, breed shows, ploughing matches and other community 

events, as well as using it to take the animals to the vets etc. 

  

With the exponential rising costs of 

building materials, we are delighted 

to have received a grant from the 

Morrisons Foundation to enable us 

to continue to build some of the 

projects on the farm! 

 

 
We would welcome any outgrown 

welly boots and waterproof 

trousers/overalls.  We are especially 

wanting adult sizes 3-8 wellies, but will 

of course be appreciative of any you 

can spare. Please pop them into the 

box in the school office. THANK YOU to 

those that have already donated! 

 

AMAZON WISHLIST: 

Some parents/carers/grandparents 

that have been unable to help with 

the school build have expressed a 

wish to support the project by kindly 

purchasing an item of equipment for 

the School Farm. I have begun putting 

an ‘Amazon Wishlist’ together and 

will forward the link for that via email 

the next week. We would of course 

be delighted to receive any of the 

items sourced from local shops too. 

 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP US with 

building the enclosures 

for the chickens and 

rabbits/guinea pigs? We 

have the sheds already 

built and are desperate to 

bring the animals here but 

we don’t have anyone to 

build their homes! We 

have all the materials 

ready on site ready. 

 

 

 


